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Welcome to the 53rd Online Issue of  the VIVAT Newsletter!

A long-awaited calm has settled over the VIVAT Office after months of 
frenzied preparation for the Rio +20 conference on Sustainable Development. 
The conference, taking place from June 20-22, gathered an estimated 50,000 
participants  and 120 heads of state in Rio De Janeiro. This large attendance 
included 40 VIVAT members, whose attendance helped ensure greater protec-
tion of  human rights in the conferences outcome document. 

In addition to participating in the Rio conference, VIVAT International has 
also been engaged in numerous other exciting ventures. Working in collabora-
tion with the Mining Working Group at the UN, VIVAT organized an exhibit 
entitled “Bearing Witness: Panning for Justice” for the United Nations  Forum 
on Indigenous Issues. Moreover, VIVAT members have also been hard at work 
alleviating and documenting suffering in Sudan. At the Mother of Mercy Hos-
pital in Sudan, a few catholic sisters  and volunteers are courageously offering  
life-saving care to thousands of Sudanese refugees. To support this critical 
fieldwork, VIVAT advocates  are actively campaigning for greater international 
action to stop the bloodshed in Sudan. For greater coverage of these topics and 
more, just continue reading!

You inspire us! We always welcome feedback, ideas, stories, and updates from 
our members! Please send us your comments and feedback to: 

viny@vivatinternational.org
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   rom June 20th to 22nd, world leaders  and 
government officials  gathered in Rio de 
Janeiro for the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development – commonly 
referred to as  Rio +20.  The conference, 
which marks 20 years since the 1992 Rio 
Earth Summit, sought to further the goals of 
poverty reduction, social equity, and envi-
ronmental protection. Observers estimate 
that 50,000 participants attended the Rio 
+20 conference, including 120 heads of 
state, marking it as  the 
largest United Nations 
summit in years. 
The Rio +20 conference is 
one in a long line of inter-
national environmental 
conferences since the 
1970s. Initially, these con-
ferences focused exclu-
sively on environmental 
conservation efforts. How-
ever, recognizing the im-
portance of pursuing envi-
ronmental protection and 
poverty reduction simulta-
neously, organizers soon 
developed the Sustainable 
Development approach. Sus-
tainable Development 
denotes the ability to meet 
today’s  needs without 
threatening the ability of 
future generations to meet 
their own needs. The term 
challenges  environmental 
advocates to create not only an environmen-
tally friendly world, but also a more pros-
perous one. 
VIVAT International contributed to the 
push continued for sustainable development 
at Rio +20 both through policy recommen-
dations  and direct conference participation. 
One of the major goals of the conference 
was to develop an outcome document, enti-
tled The Future We Want, which outlines a 
comprehensive institutional framework for 
sustainable development and demarcates 
concrete policy goals. Before and during the 
official conference, UN negotiators and civil 
society members extensively debated the 
contents of this document. VIVAT Interna-

tional advocated for several important inclu-
sions to the mining portion of this docu-
ment.  Specifically, to protect vulnerable 
indigenous populations, VIVAT called for 
Free Prior and Informed Consent in areas 
where mining involves indigenous peoples. 
VIVAT also supported the polluter’s pay 
principle in addressing damages  caused by 
mining operations.  Finally, VIVAT pushed 
for greater acknowledgment that the nega-
tive extractive practices of corporate mining 

can only be mitigated with governmental 
regulation.  Among these initiatives, the ar-
gument for regulation proved most success-
ful and was included in the Final Rio+20 
outcome document. Helping to further 
these goals on the ground, forty VIVAT 
members were in attendance at the Rio+20 
conference. 
Unfortunately, however, the final document 
produced by Rio +20 included few of the 
other concrete commitments that civil soci-
ety advocated for. The Rio summit’s  gov-
ernmental participants proved unwilling to 
authorize tough objectives at a time of eco-
nomic uncertainty. Furthermore, the debt 
crisis and the domestic election constrained 

the participation of the European Union 
and the United States. With the preoccupa-
tion of these key players, the Rio+20 con-
ference often did not meet the expectations 
of  organizers. 
Providing a positive parallel to the lackluster 
political section of the conference,  civil soci-
ety organizations met in a different Rio lo-
cation for The People’s Summit. Lasting for 
a total of nine days that overlapped with the 
3-day Rio +20 conference, The People’s 

Summit drew an esti-
mated 15,000 participants 
each day. The venue of 
The People’s Summit 
allowed for a loosely 
structured debate space, 
autonomous from the 
influence of corporations 
and governments. At the 
Summit,  many groups 
voiced their frustrations 
with limited progress on 
sustainable development 
issues. These complaints 
included a critique of the 
UN principal document, 
The Future We Want. Advo-
cates contended that in-
stead,  the UN and par-
ticipating countries  must 

take decisive action toward 
a Future We Need. However, 
on the whole negativity did 
not define the People’s 
Summit. Instead, coexist-

ing with these frustrations  were strong 
themes of empowerment. Possibly due to 
the Summit’s majority youth attendance, 
many participants reaffirmed their com-
mitment to personally pursuing sustainable 
development regardless of governmental 
support.  This belief in the power of the 
people invigorated the People’s Summit  
and, given the gridlock in the governmental 
meeting, such grassroots  initiatives currently 
hold the greatest promise for real progress 
on sustainable development. The necessity 
for populist initiative only heightens the 
responsibility of all people to be active 
voices  for the environment and to live sus-
tainably everyday. 

The Future We Need: People’s Power at Rio +20
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The delegation of VIVAT international from various countries 

that attended the Rio +20 summit met on June, 22  to share 
expectations and to better articulate their network

                                                                                  Photo: Felix Jones, SVD
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   he UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues (UNPFII) convened its eleventh ses-
sion from May 7th to 18th at the UN head-
quarters in New York. Forum administrators 
selected the Doctrine of Discovery as the 
session’s special theme. Focusing on the en-
during impact of this  colonial doctrine, the 
session sought to analyze problems facing 
indigenous communities  and to explore just 
methods of redress for past conquests. This 
conference commemorates the 5th anniver-
sary of the official adoption of the UN Dec-
laration on the Rights of Indigenous  Peo-
ples. The landmark UN Declaration, com-
pleted in September of 2007, lends greater 
recognition in the human rights system to 
indigenous populations. 

By analyzing specific challenges facing in-
digenous populations,  the eleventh session of 
the Forum on Indigenous  Issues  stressed the 
persistent influence of the Doctrine of Dis-
covery and its  significant impact on vulner-
able members of indigenous  communities. 
To discuss these continuing difficulties,  the 
UN Forum on Indigenous Issues allowed all 
stakeholders to participate simultaneously in 
the session discussions. 
This interactive format 
enabled greater dia-
logue between gov-
ernment representa-
tives, indigenous peo-
ple’s organizations, 
and United Nations 
agencies.  In this dia-
logue, participants  
often touched on the 
pre s s ing need fo r 
greater indigenous 
representation in both 
national politics  and 
const i tut ions. The 
common theme of 
private sector neo-
colonialism also arose, 
with many representa-
tives calling for corpo-
rations to include in-
digenous voices and 
proposals in their busi-

ness plans. Participants concluded with the 
consensus that in order to alleviate unjust 
policies towards  indigenous populations, the 
U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indige-
nous  Peoples must be integrated more fully 
into national laws and polices worldwide.

Many side events and conferences also en-
riched the UNPFII session, including a mul-
timedia exhibit entitled “Bearing Witness: 
Panning for Justice” organized by the Min-
ing Working Group.  In this  event, the Min-
ing Working group presented the original 
voices  of indigenous  communities  affected 
by mining operations. These voices both 
evidenced and denounced the harmful,  ex-
tractive practices of many mining corpora-
tions. Fueled by the incessant demand for 
growth, many corporations  disregard the 
basic human rights of local citizens near 
their mines. The disregard for human rights 
is  especially oppressive in regards to indige-
nous  communities, which often possess little 
political power and a weak social safety net. 
Therefore, environmental and social dam-
age caused by extractive mining can inflict 
irreparable damage to a small indigenous 

culture. To combat this  theme of exploita-
tion, The Mining Working Group advo-
cated for a more holistic approach to devel-
opment that takes into consideration envi-
ronmental sustainability, equity, social jus-
tice and respect for human rights.

For the exhibit, VIVAT International mem-
bers from around the world collected pho-
tographs, videos, and stories  of the conse-
quences of mining. These indigenous  testi-
monies echoed many common themes, such 
as  the crippling environmental degradation 
that accompanies corporate mining projects 
and the erosion of traditional cultural prac-
tices. With presentations such as “Bearing 
Witness: Panning for justice,” VIVAT hopes 
to combat the negative environmental and 
social consequences  of unadulterated min-
ing extraction for indigenous  communities 
and contribute to the larger implementation 
of the UN Declaration of the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples.  We hope that VIVAT 
members continue to work to shift the 
global community’s  discourse and action to 
more fundamentally respect human rights 
through a regulated, accountable extractive 

industry system for 
the Earth, her re-
sources and her 
people.

VIVAT In ter na-
tional is grateful for 
those global con-
tributors, especially 
members from Bra-
zil, Indonesia, Chile 
and Papua New 
Guinea, who helped 
make this event pos-
sible and gave voice 
to the suffering of 
indigenous commu-
nities. 

Bearing Witness: Panning for Justice
T

vivatinternational.orgApril-May-June 2012 		 	      Newsletter No. 53

Pushed off their land by a nearby mine, many indigenous people in 

Papua New Guinea are reduced to panning leftover minerals 

                                                                                          Photo: Philip Gibbs, SVD  
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 n preparation for the recent 13th session of 
the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), 21 
May - 4 June 2012, VIVAT International 
made a submission on the situation of hu-

man rights in Indonesia. This  submission 
was created at the grassroots  level in col-
laboration with VIVAT International 

Indonesia.  The UPR session this  year en-
joyed strong attendance, with several dele-
gations being led by high-level government 

officials  such as  one Vice-President and ten 
Ministers. Furthermore, at the 13th session 
an average of 68 statements were made per 
country review, an increase of nearly 20 

statements from the last cycle’s average. 
Governments will benefit from this increase 
in recommendations, increasing their moti-

vation and ability to protect human rights.  
In the summary of all the submissions made 
by NGOs, the document prepared by VI-

VAT International Indonesia is referred to 
four times. This document is called,  “Sum-
mary of stakeholders' information” and its 
reference number in the UN system is: 

A/HRC/WG.6/13/IDN/3. 
In regards to the Human Rights situation in 
Indonesia, VIVAT International Indonesia 

raised four main concerns:

1)Cooperation with special procedures (cf. 
par. no. 20);  

2)Right to life, liberty and security of the 
person (cf. par. no. 29);

3)Indigenous people (cf. par. no. 58);

4)The Situation in or in relation to specific 

regions or territories (cf. par. no. 63)

Elaborating on this submission, the co-

executive director of VIVAT International 

Indonesia, Paul Rahmat,  said: “The second 

cycle review of Indonesia was the first time I 

participated in the UPR process. By doing so, I 

have learned a few important things. First of 

all, I feel happy that I can contribute something 

for  our country (Indonesia); in raising some 

concerns about human rights [violations that] 

we have faced on the ground.  It seems that the 

Indonesian government is not very serious about 

coping with issues of human rights which are of 

concern to the people. By making those concerns 

known at the international level through the 

UPR mechanism, our government is pressured 

to handle them seriously.

Twenty seven civil society organizations con-

tributed to the report in relation to the UPR-

Indonesia, including VIVAT International-

Indonesia. The role of NGOs and other civil 

society organizations or associations in that 

process is very significant. Recognizing the im-

portant role of NGOs is really encouraging and 

motivating me to collaborate closely with them 

in promoting and advocating human rights in 

Indonesia.”

Another contribution from VIVAT Interna-
tional for the 13th session was an effort made 
by the Spiritans in Manchester and other 

local NGOs that collaborated in the prepa-
ration of a submission for the review of the 
United Kingdom and Northern Ireland.

We, the executive team 

of VIVAT International 
wish to congratulate the 
leadership of VIVAT 

International Indonesia 
and the members  in UK 
and Northern Ireland 

for their initiative.  We 
call upon all members 
across the world to 
make use of this unique 

mechanism to review 
the human rights situa-
tion in all countries. It is 

possible for us to have a 
say. 

Other countries  that were reviewed during 
the 13th session include: Ecuador, Tunisia, 
United Kingdom, India,  Brazil, Philippines, 
Algeria, Poland, Netherlands, and South 

Africa.

The Universal Periodic Review is a process 
through which the UN Human Rights 

Council in Geneva exercises  a very impor-
tant function. The council examines “the 
fulfillment by each State of its human rights 

obligations and commitments.” It is  a peer-
review, that is, each country is examined by 
representatives of all of the other countries. 
This review of all 193 member States  is 

spread out over a four-year cycle. The first 
cycle began in 2008. With the 13th session 
we began the second cycle. In the last two 

UPR cycles,  participants made approxi-
mately 2,000 human rights recommenda-
tions per cycle to governments under review. 

In the second cycle of the review, the com-
mittee has also sought to review the imple-
mentation of all 2008 recommendations. 
This review of implementation increases  the 

accountability of states.  Some states  do 
choose to postpone their responses  to rec-
ommendations, however roughly half of the 

participants agree to respond immediately. 

UPR and VIVAT International - 1st Submission
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Country delegations participate in the UPR in Geneva
Source: UN 



  he fight against corruption has always been 
dear to my heart. Why is  this so? Because 
being an accountant who is sometimes 
called to audit financial reports,  I am moti-
vated to produce accurate financial reports, 
free of errors and frauds. Therefore, when 
Transparency International PNG published 
their profile and a headline “TI PNG fight-
ing corruption today,” I got very interested 
and decided to apply for membership, not 
as  individual but as an association -Holy 
Spirit Missionary Sisters in PNG.

What is TI PNG? Ms. Yvonne Ngutlick, 
their Communications  and Public Relations 
Officer, wrote a brief profile of TI PNG as 
follows:

“Transparency International PNG is a 
member of Transparency International a 
worldwide global movement. The member 
country organizations are independent and 
are called chapters. There are over 100 na-
tional chapters around the world. The TI 
PNG chapter fights against corruption and 
promotes openness, honesty and account-
ability both in public and private dealings.

We do not support individual politicians or 
parties. Instead we try to strengthen the 
integrity systems of our country such as the 
police, the parliament and the judiciary”.

How does TI PNG fight corruption today?  
They have many partners with different 
capacities to assist members to report cor-
rupt practices or issues observed.

• The Advocacy and Legal Advice 
Centre office helps  anyone prepare 
complaints about corruption to be 
sent to the ombudsman’s office and 
other agencies (TI PNG do not 
investigate or prosecute corruption 
complaints). 

• TI PNG provide regular comment 
in the media about corruption is-
sues such as the controls on lead-
ers.

1. provide teaching materials  for 
the education systems on good 
governance and corruption

2. train youth leaders in govern-
ance issues  through the Annual 
Youth Democracy Camp

3. lobby for freedom of informa-
tion and protection for whistle 
blowers

4. observe elections and comment 
when the processes  used are not 
democratic or lawful

5. run awareness and advocacy 
campaigns both in the mass 
media and through drama in 
villages on governance and 
corruption issues 

• TI PNG support and work with 
many partners  in the Community 
Coalition Against Corruption such 
as  the Youth Against Corruption 
Association, churches and busi-
nesses.

• TI PNG implement projects such 
as  the Forest Governance Initiative 
which helps  research and propose 
better processes and laws  for the 
management of the natural re-
sources.

The variety of network possibilities will 
make it easier for us to help and support this 
fight against corruption.  One such avenue 
is  the organization Youth Against Corrup-
tion Association. YACA was set up in 2002 
by John Glynn at Jubilee Catholic Secon-
dary School.   Over the years, YACA was  
introduced to other schools. We have started 
with a group of Grade 6 to Grade 8 pupils 
in St. Michael Primary School in Alex-
ishafen. Actually it was started as Vocation 
Club since they are too old to join the Sun-
day School. However, gradually the mem-
bers were taught topics other than vocation. 
As members of YACA, they have to pledge: 
always to speak the truth, respect other 
people’s  property, to be gentle in actions and 
words, to pay debts and to keep promises.
Since sometime in June, PNG will hold its 
elections to elect members  of the Parlia-

ment,  TI PNG organized a Voter Education 
Regional Forum to educate voters  on their 
rights and responsibilities. I attended the 
one for the Momase Region which was  held 
at Divine Word University Auditorium.  
The participants were encouraged to be 
observers at the polling place on the day of 
voting. In 2007 elections, our Sisters were 
given IDs as observers by the Electoral 
Commission. We were placed in Malala, 
Alexishafen, Divine Word University and 
Holy Spirit Convent, Madang. So I gave our 
names to be observers  again in June.  As  
observers, we can report anomalies or 
frauds at the polling place.

There are other ways we can support the 
fight against corruption through the mem-
bers and partners of  TI PNG:

Ø Community Coalition against Cor-
ruption – 67 groups coming to-
gether to fight corruption

Ø Forests  Anti-corruption Solutions 
and Advocacy – address  and pre-
vent corruption as a primary driver 
of illegal logging and continuous 
destruction of  forests.

Ø Advocacy and Legal Advice Cen-
tre – provides free legal assistance 
by structuring corruption com-
plaints.

Ø Sir Anthony Siaguru Walk Against 
Corruption – among other objec-
tives, the walk provides a peaceful 
avenue for citizens to express their 
opposition to corruption.

Ø Youth Against Corruption Associa-
tion – a membership based organi-
zation that is run by youth who are 
committed in the fight against cor-
ruption in PNG by refusing to 
practice corruption in oneself and 
rejecting the attitudes that support 
it. 
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  uring the Universal Periodic Review for 
Papua New Guinea (PNG) at the Human 
Rights  Council in Geneva last year, several 
nations  noted the high level of violence in 
the country and called for a mission by the 
Special Rapporteur on Violence against 
Women. In response to this  call, the UN 
Special Rapporteur, Ms. Rashida Manjoo, 
visited Papua New Guinea in March this 
year. Ms. Manjoo noted efforts made in the 
country such as the establishment of a CE-
DAW implementation strategy, efforts  to 
establish a National Human Rights  Com-
mission, and the development of a National 
Policy for Women and Gender Equality. 
However, she also noted that violence 
against women is a pervasive phenomenon 
in Papua New Guinea, with a wide range of 
manifestations occurring in the home, in the 
community and in institutional settings. 

Violence against women in Papua New 
Guinea begins in the home.  With regard to 
intimate partner violence, according to a 
1992 report produced by the Constitutional 
Law Reform Commission (CLRC), “two 
thirds of married women in PNG had been 
hit by their husbands”. An academic study 
conducted in 2009 shared similar findings, 
noting that 65.3% of the interviewed 
women were survivors of  domestic violence.

Young girls, particularly those living with 
relatives or step-parents, are reportedly at 
high risk of sexual violence, which is perpe-
trated by male relatives such as uncles, cous-
ins, brothers  or male family friends. Al-
though marital rape is penalized by the 
Criminal Code, only two cases  have been 
prosecuted since the relevant legislation was 
enacted in 2003.

During her visit 
to the Highlands 
r e g i o n , M s . 
M a n j o o w a s 
shocked to wit-
ness the brutality 
of the assaults 
p e r p e t r a t e d 
against suspected 
sorcerers – usu-
a l l y o l d e r 
women, which in 
many cases in-
clude torture, 
rape, mutilations 
a n d m u r d e r. 
Sorcery related 
violence is com-
mon ly per pe-
trated by young 
men or boys who 
often act under 
the influence of 
drugs or alcohol.

T h e S p e c i a l 
Rapporteur also 

e x a m i n e d t h e 

situation of women in detention. In prisons 
in the country 90% of women are serving 
time for murder.  All the women convicted 
for murder that she interviewed were vic-
tims of family violence, including being 
subjected to polygamy and neglect, and, 
many of them had acted in self-defense. For 
women in prison who have their children 
living with them, the prison does not pro-
vide food or other necessities for babies and 
children, and this  remains the responsibility 
of the mother.  In a provincial police station, 
she found women and girls  who had been 
kept in custody for up to three months in 
extremely inadequate conditions, while 
awaiting trial. Some of them had not had 
access to a lawyer.

I attended a public forum with the Special 
Rapporteur in the capital Port Moresby. 
The meeting started with her giving a short 
address,  which noted that empowerment of 
women must be coupled with social trans-
formation to fully address  the systemic and 
structural causes of inequality and discrimi-
nation, which most often lead to violence 
against women. After her introduction she 
then listened to the opinions of those pre-
sent who wanted to make a statement. I 
spoke about how violence against women is 
one aspect of the wider issue of violence for 
both men and women in PNG and how 
there are some men who would like to be 
involved in advocacy against such violence 
but do not know how to begin. The support 
and other relevant services that do exist for 
victims of all forms of violence are being 
provided largely by the civil society, which 
includes the Churches.  However, I am un-
der the impression that the Church needs to 
work not only in pastoral care, but also 
more closely with those in policy and plan-
ning. The findings  of the Special Rap-
porteur will be discussed in a comprehensive 
way at the UN Human Rights Council in   
June 2013

Papua New Guinea: “Accountability, rather 
than impunity,  for all acts of violence 

Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women in   
Papua New Guinea
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Special Rapporteur Ms. Rashida Manjoo  
Photo: Philip Gibbs, SVD
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Trouble in South Sudan: Nuba Mountains
  uba Mountains (Sudan). Traveling 
southward towards  the border with South 
Sudan from time to time we see a group 
of two or three dozen children and a few 
women. They walk under an implacable 
sun, with day temperatures  constantly 
over forty degrees, and sometime in the 
middle of the day they stop and gather in 
the shade of rare tree. They are all 
poorly dressed, covered in dust, the 
women carrying a basket with little food 
and few cooking utensils, a plastic jerry-
can with some water. 

There are an average of 400 such 

children and women arriving every 
day at Yida, the camp for the Nuba 
refugees about 20 km 
inside South Sudan. Most 
of them suffer from severe 
m a l n u t r i t i o n a n d 
d e h y d r a t i o n . T h e 
registration process is 
done in a shack,  the 
refugees at the end of 
May where about  forty 
thousand. 

What are they running 

from? From war and 
starvation. There is a 
war looming between 
Sudan and South Sudan, 
fed by daily belligerent 
declaration from both 
sides and an history of 
failed negotiations  and 
deeply rooted reciprocal 
mistrust. But the Nuba are 
caught up also in another 
more localized war. Since 
June last year the president of Sudan, 
Omar el-Bashir,  has been fighting an 
undeclared war against the Nuba and the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-
Northern Sector (SPLM-N), guilty of not 
accepting his centralizing and islamizing 
policy that have made of the Nuba the 
most marginalized people of the Sudan. 
Estimates of the Nuba population 
resident in the Southern Kordofan state, 
also called Nuba Mountains and part of 

the Sudan, varies  from 800 thousand to 
one million people. In an year of war 
thriving centers and small villages have 
been bombed indiscriminately. Schools, 
churches, markets are the primary 
targets. The Nuba say this is not a war, it 
is  attempted genocide. Buram, last year a 
flourishing centre to the south a Kadugli, 
the capital of Southern Kordofan, is now 
a ghost town, half of it razed to the 
ground by constant shelling.  The new 
school, completed only a few months 
before, has been deserted since bombs 
missed it by a whisker. I met one of it’s 
former pupils, Daniel, 15, and he 
recounted how he was  scared when he 
heard the bombs hit,  and he embraced 

a tree, in a desperate  attempt to 

seek protection. A bomb shred hit 
the tree, and his arms have been 

cut just below the elbow. There were 
six secondary school in the area, now 
they are all closed, only a few courageous 
teacher’s  still operate primary schools in 
improvised structures  and without books, 
stationery and blackboards. The two 
teachers  training institutes are also closed 
down.

War generates starvation. The present 
conflict started just when last year rainy 
season was  about to begin. People fled to 
look for security up to the rocky 
mountain, some went back living in the 
caves,  the fertile land of the plains were 
abandoned. Last December there was no 
harvest to be gathered. There are reports 
that in some areas  people have started 
dying of starvation. Yida is the last hope 
for survival.

A strongly worded Presidential Statement 
from the UN Security Council dated 14 
February 2012 emphasized that “The 
members of the Security Council 
expressed their deep and growing alarm 

with the rising levels of 
malnutrition and food 
insecurity in some areas of 
Southern Kordofan and 
Blue Nile States in Sudan,  
asked the Government of 
Sudan and the Sudan 
Pe o p l e ’ s L i b e r a t i o n 
M ove m e n t - N o r t h e r n 
Sector (SPLM N) to 
cooperate fully with the 
United Nations  and other 
humanitarian agencies  to 
allow the  delivery of 

assistance  in line  with 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

h u m a n i t a r i a n 
p r i n c i p l e s  a n d 
standards. There was also 
a tripartite proposal (UN, 
African Union and League 
of Arab States) for the 
delivery of humanitarian 
assistance to all conflict-

affected population. Nothing has 
happened. The Khartoum Government 
has consistently denied access to any 
humanitarian help.

Yet a large scale internationally-led relief 
operation accepted by both sides is the 
only possibility to meet the need of the 
estimated 420,000 Nuba that are 
internally and externally displaced by the 
war. 

N

Women and children living in caves to protect themselves from 

bombings   	 	 	 	         Photo: Renato Kizito Sesana, MCCJ
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How can then change come to Sudan? 
The rigid positions that Omar el-Bashir 
has kept since he took power in 1989 
make people think a change through 
peaceful political means is not possible. 
That why the people of the areas that are 
most strongly contesting Bashir policy – 
Darfur, Souther n Kordofan and 
Southern Blue Nile – have formed an 
alliance, the Sudan Revolutionary Front 

(SRF) and have wowed to push Bashir out 
of power. “Bashir has superiority only in 
the sky.  On the ground we are much 
stronger and we are ready to march on to 
Khartoum to make sure this regime will 
finish” states  Adbel Aziz al Hilu,  the 
military leader of the Nuba and also the 
head of  the military head of  the SRF.

Violence generates violence. A catechist 
in Yida, after Sunday Mass, looks around 

at the hundreds of children and says: 
“There is a growing hatred in them. 
Whatever we will try to teach to 
these children they will grow up 
determined to drive the foreigners 
out of  their land.”  

For more information contact Renato Kizito  
at padrekizito@gmail.com and/or visit 
http://kizito.blogsite.org
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IV PAN AM Assembly of  Mission Animation and JPIC

The Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters held 

the IV PAN AM Assembly of Mission 
Animation and Justice, Peace and Integ-
rity of Creation (JPIC) in Cordoba, Ar-
gentina, from May 9-14, 2012.  The 
overall theme of the assembly was “Sis-

ters  and Laity United in the Same 
Mission” with the motto “Sent to Pro-
claim the Good News.” Luke 4:14-21 as 
our guiding Scripture text. 

Fifty-two participants from 10 provinces 
represented 12 countries within the 
Americas. It was an historical event in 
that this  was the first PAN AM Assembly 
where 16 dedicated lay men and women 
participated.   

After sharing our expectations, the coor-
dinating committee gave a historical 
background. Through networking and 
cooperation, the assembly was integrated 
both by rituals and content throughout 
the session. Afonso Murad,  a Brazilian 
university professor and writer who dedi-
cates himself to environmental and social 
causes, presented an analysis of Latin 
American reality, a way of looking at 
ecology through planetary consciousness, 
as  well as focusing on Vatican II and the 
Latin American Church.  

To deepen our theme of sharing the 
same mission, Afonso Murad also gave a 
talk on the “Cooperation between 
the Sisters and Laity: Challenges and 
Opportunities.” The common history 
between the laity and religious,  as well as 
the background of our congregation and 
the laity, were developed by Laura Mar-
tin, SSpS.

Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Crea-
tion are an integral part of mission. To 
deepen this  understanding, Carmen 
Elissa Bandeo, SSpS, the recently ap-
pointed Missionary Secretary from 
Rome, explained the interrelationship 
between mission animation, JPIC and 
VIVAT International. The history and 
development of VIVAT International 

and the ways that we can provide infor-
mation and action on local issues to VI-
VAT International were emphasized.

At the end of the assembly a plan of 

action was developed that focused on 
three areas:  1) cooperation between the 
laity and the SSpS, 2) JPIC – VIVAT 
International and 3) institutional visibil-
ity.  Two general strategies were devel-
oped in each of these areas, and the 
working ministry groups -- education, 
pastoral ministry, indigenous and health 
-- concretized them. Each province will 
implement this  plan of action over the 
next four years.  All who attended came 
away with a renewed commitment to 
mission and making our world a better 
place.

SSpS and Laity united to respond the JPIC challenges of PAN AM region 
Photo: ssps.org.br
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“Personally, I believe the speech of Severn Suzuki truly captured the conference’s spirit, a 12 year-old Mrs. 
Suzuki had given a moving speech 20 years ago at the 1992 Rio Summit, for the present Summit she came again 
to the podium as a 32 year old mother. In her speech, Mrs. Suzuki called for committed action, articulating how 
her child has inspired even greater motivation within her to protect the planet for all of humanity’s future chil-
dren” 
                                                                                                                                 -Felix Jones, SVD, speaking on his experience at the Rio +20 conference
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 he ‘100 Scholars’ project is  a direct re-
sponse of SSpS Philippines North Province 
(PHN) to the worsening poverty situation in 
the country by providing skills development 
opportunities to the last, lost and least for 
immediate employment.  

The following are the objectives of the pro-
ject:

a. To contribute towards  enhancing the 
skill-base of the country by providing sup-
port for the last, lost and least for higher 
learning and skills development

b. To generate a means  of livelihood for the 
project scholars and therefore directly ad-
dress the poverty problem of specific indi-
viduals and communities

c. To boost the domestic economy by 
strengthening the labor force within the 
locality

The ‘100 Scholars’ project is open for per-
sons  15 years old and above, from urban 
and rural poor communities in which the 
SSpS PHN presently has a community.  It 
hopes to address a pressing concern in the 
country, which is to harness the productive 
potential of this segment of the population 

so that they can contribute to economic 
growth but within the bounds of decent 
work.  Year 2011 statistics show that 7.2% 
of the Philippine labor force is unemployed.  
Substantial underemployment is also noted 
that directly contributes  to the country’s 
poverty. 

SSpS local communities are encouraged to 
conduct a study to identify available voca-

tional courses  in the locality and corre-
sponding employment possibilities that will 
ensure generating livelihood for the project 
scholars  either leading to self or company 
employment. Self-employment will mean 
setting up one’s  own enterprise as  a result of 
the vocational/skills training acquired 
through the project.

A screening committee, designated by the 
Provincial Leadership Team, will select 
the project scholars based on a set criteria 
consistent with the objectives of the pro-
ject.

The project will provide tuition fees.   The 
beneficiaries can also apply for additional 
allowance for food, transportation and 
school supplies.  The selected scholars 
may also be housed in the local SSpS 
community, in cases where this will be 

needed and possible.  The live-in scholars 
will help in the community for a certain 
number of hours in a week as their contri-
bution for the free board and lodging.  Sup-
port for those who intend to start their own 
enterprise will also be considered.

The Project Management will explore “pay 
it forward” schemes that can create an op-
portunity for the project scholars to help 
other unemployed or underemployed. 
Those who will set up their own enterprise 
will hopefully generate employment among 
members of  the community.

‘100 Scholars’  is  one of the projects to be 
supported by the SSpS PHN Centennial 
Funds to mark the Congregation’s  100 
years’ presence in the Philippines. 

Centennial Fund Supports ‘100 SCHOLARS’ 
A Centennial Project for the LAST, LOST, and LEAST
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VIVAT News Updates

VIVAT Launches New Spanish Version of  Website

VIVAT International.org/es. This  new website edition bridges the language barrier and widens the possibility of 
participation for many members of our community. Previously, only the VIVAT Newsletter was published in multi-
ple languages (English, Spanish, German, and Portugese). However, the expanded coverage will now allow VIVAT 
members  to participate in online forums and to stay more up-to-date with evolving news  updates on the VIVAT 
website. Ultimately, VIVAT hopes that the new website version will allow for stronger communication within our 
online community. Please check out our spanish version by clicking on español in the top right corner of the VI-
VAT homepage or by following the link above. 



In recent years, rich countries and 

corporations  have begun directly buy-
ing land for cultivation in some of the 

world’s  poorest countries. Ethiopia, 

South Sudan, Democratic Republic 
of Congo, and Sierra Leone are 

among the worst effected. In the case 
of Sierra Leone, investors  had bought 

an estimated 17% of the country’s 

arable land by early 2011. In most 
cases, this  land is  being cultivated for 

intensive agricultural production and 
then export. 

Foreign investors  claim that these 

‘land grabs’ are legally viable and 
support the local economy with new 

agricultural jobs. However, indige-
nous  people are regularly thrown off 

their ancestral land and moved into 

poorly constructed government villages 
to make way for these sprawling, mono-

crop farms. The situation is  compli-
cated because these indigenous  people 

often do not possess  formal ownership 

of the land they inhabit. Furthermore, 
foreign companies provide these work-

ers  with as  low a wage as  possible, often 
under one dollar a day in these regions. 

To guard against such abusive practices, 

the UN has  launched an important new 
set of guidelines  for rich investors  buy-

ing land in developing nations. Most 
importantly, these guidelines  call for the 

inclusion of  local communities in the 

decision making process. Moreover, the 
guidelines  call for women’s  rights  to 

own land to be respected and for all 

deals  regarding land acquisition to be 
transparent. Ultimately, the UN hopes 

that the institution of these guidelines 
will end human rights  abuses  in the  

regions affected by ‘land grabs.’
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A huge mono-culture field dominates the landscape in Ethiopia     Source: UN

UN Protects Human Rights of  ‘land grab’ Victims

Getting to Know the UN: UNEP
UNEP, one of the United Nations many acronym organizations, is the United Nations Environment Pro-
gram. Founded in 1972 at one of the first climate conferences, UNEP’s mission is to “provide leadership 
and encourage partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring,  informing, and enabling nations and 
peoples  to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations.  UNEP headquar-
ters is located in Nairobi, Kenya. Within the UN family, UNEP is  the leading agency for environmental 
issues and often advises governments on issues of ecosystem management, climate change,  disasters and 
conflict, harmful substances,  and resource efficiency. In the past,  UNEP has  participated in several ground-
breaking initiatives such as the fight to defend the ozone layer, the creation of marine preserves, and a 
highly successful solar-panel lending project in India. UNEP is also instrumental in organizing many inter-
national climate conferences,  including this years Rio +20 conference in Brazil.  To complete its  mission, 
UNEP stays in close consultation with regional NGOs. In recent years, UNEP has  increased its advocacy 
for global climate change. 
For more information, feel free to explore the excellent resources on the UNEP website, www.unep.org. 

The UNEP logo incorporates the original UN Laurel leaves as a circular border. However, the UNEP logo brings the 

leaves full circle, indicating the greater cooperation required by Environmental problems. 
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